
SOCIAL MEDIA WORKSHOP  
Multimedia Journalism in Real-Time 
 

Summary  
The workshop will train participants by simulating the coverage a significant live event using 
the main social media tools utilized in newsrooms around the world. After discussing the 
basic skills and techniques journalists need in today's social media-driven world, delegates 
will prepare and execute online multimedia reporting of a key event.   
 
The focus will be a major policy speech by a well-known leader with political and economic 
implications, huge global interest, and widespread international impact. Video of the speech 
will be shown in real-time, allowing participants (divided into teams typical of top 
newsrooms) to issue multimedia reports via a live online blog using the media aggregation 
and blogging system Storify. The reports should include news alerts quoting important 
elements of the speech, real-time reaction and analysis from journalists within the team and 
drawn from external social media sources such as Facebook and Twitter, along with relevant 
photos, video and links to other media.  As the main video is played out, we will stop from 
time to time and discuss why the various teams chose the news points from the speech, 
how they formulated and executed their reporting and analysis, their choices of content 
from external sources, and any potential ethical, journalistic or legal dangers they may have 
encountered or created with their coverage.  
 
At the end of the session, participants will see how a major news organization actually 
covered the same event on their live blog.  
 
3-4 hours (with short breaks)  
 
Attendees of the workshop will:  

• Assess practical issues in journalism in the “Social Media Age”  
• Define the skills and tools journalists need to handle online coverage under pressure  
• Get hands-on practice in a real-time newsroom simulation of a real news event  
• Detect hoaxes, lies and legal dangers such as libel and copyright infringement  

 

Delegate Profile  
A minimum of 6 and a maximum of 20 delegates should ideally take part (not including 
instructor and any assistant). Participants should have:  

• Strong English skills (spoken and written)  
• Basic journalism experience (writing for student or professional publications or 

online services)  
• A laptop with online access (teams of 2-5 can share one laptop if needed)  


